
TROPES
EMPHASIS 1
•Climax

•Asyndeton

•Polysyndeton

•Expletive



CLIMAX

 The presentation of ideas in the order.

 Increases importance

 Gradation



EXAMPLE

Good

 When the bucket fell off the ladder, the paint 

splashed onto the small rug, the drop cloth, the 

Rembrandt painting, and the sofa.

Best

 When the bucket fell off the ladder, the paint 

splashed onto the drop cloth, the small rug, the 

sofa, and the Rembrandt painting.



ASYNDETON

 Consists of omitting conjunctions between words, 

phrases, or clauses in a list.

 Unpremeditated multiplicity

 Spontaneous rather than labored account

 Elegant effect, especially when used with balance or 

parallelism



ASYNDETON

 Example

 Good 

The dog was old, but it was his loyal friends, his 

constant companion, and his eager helper.

 Better

The dog was old, but it was his loyal friend, his 

constant companion, his eager helper.

 Best

The dog was old, but it was his eager helper, his 

constant companion, his loyal friend.



POLYSYNDETON

 Using a conjunction between each word, phrase 

or clause.

 Creates the feeling of “piling up.”

 Creates the feeling of persistence or intensity or 

emphasis



POLYSYNDETON

 Example

 Asyndeton

Within six hours, the computer virus had spread 

worldwide, infecting mail servers, Web servers, home 

users, business networks.

 Polysyndeton

Within six hours, the computer virus had spread 

worldwide, infecting mail servers and Web servers 

and home users and business networks.



EXPLETIVE

 A word or short phrase often interrupting a 

sentence.

 Lends emphasis to the words immediately before and 

after .

 The forced pause brings focus to that part of the 

sentence.



EXPLETIVE

 Example

 Good

The lake was not drained before April.

 Best

The lake was not, in fact, drained before April.

(Notice the natural tendency to emphasize the not and 

the drained.)



EXPLETIVES

after all importantly of course

anyway in any event on the whole

assuredly in brief remarkably

at least in fact to be sure

by the way in general without a doubt 

certainly in other words

clearly in short

decidedly in sum

definitely incidentally

emphatically indeed

for all that it seems

generally naturally


