
TROPES
FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE 1 

•Simile

•Analogy

•Metaphor



SIMILE

 Compares two very different things that have at 

least one quality in common. 

 Artistic effect

 Increase interest

 Clarifies an idea in an imaginative way



SIMILE

EXAMPLE

 After long exposure to the direct sun, the leaves of the 

houseplant looked like pieces of overcooked bacon. 

(noun)

 Even after the avalanche, the climbers remained 

constantly attentive to their goal, as a sunflower 

continues to stay focused on the sun. 

(verb or clause)

 His greeting was as sudden as an unexpected honk. 

(adjective or adverb)



ADDITIONAL SAMPLES

 Her vocabulary was as bad as, like, whatever.

 The wind blew like a fan turned on high speed.

 Her hair glistened in the rain like a nose hair 

after a sneeze.

 He was as cool as a tall glass of lemonade.



ANALOGY

 Compares two different things by identifying 

points of similarity.

 Identifies several points rather than just one

 Conceptual clarity by explaining an unfamiliar idea 

with a familiar one

 Use imagery



ANALOGY

 Example

 Water is to liquid as ice is to solid.

 In order to solve a problem you first have to know what the 

problem really is, in the same way that you can’t untie a 

knot until you’ve found the knot.
--Aristotle 



ANALOGY

 Example

 Flash memory chips work like a chalkboard, in that, 

when information is written on it, the information 

remains present even when the power is turned off.  

Only when the information is deliberately erased will 

it disappear.  And like the chalkboard, flash memory 

can be written on and erased many times.



METAPHOR

 Compares two things.

 The subject is the image in some sense



METAPHOR

 Examples

 All the world’s a stage

 Yes, it’s Shakespeare and he is comparing the world to a 

stage. You generally don’t see the world as a stage, you see it 

. . . as the world, the earth, the mother; but not a stage. That 

is why it’s a metaphor. Because it has brought together two 

entirely unrelated things and made sense with it.


